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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  1954. 


To  the  Mayoir^  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 

Borough  of  Beverley. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report 
upon  the  health  of  the  people  of  Beverley  for  1954. 

Statistics.  The  following-  are  the  important  health 
statistics  tor  the  year  under  review.  The  correicted 
Death  Rate  is  11.17,  the  corrected  Birth  Rate  17.84,  and 
the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  18.4.  These  figures  compare 
favourably  with  other  similar  towns  and  districts  in 
England  and  AVales. 

The  three  main  causes  of  death  are : (1)  Heart 
Disease,  61  cases,  (2)  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous 
System,  40  cases,  and  (3)  Cancer  of  various  types,  31 
cases.  Taken  together  these  conditions  have  been 
responsible  for  approximately  70%  of  the  deaths  in 
the  Borough  during  1954. 

Infectious  Disease.  The  townspeople  have  remained 
relatively  free  from  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  year; 
the  two  most  frequent  conditions  being  iScarlet  Fever 
and  Measles.  These  two  Infectious  Diseases  continue 
to  run  a mild  course,  and  the  majority  of  the  children 
affected  were  between  5 and  9 j'ears  of  age.  Most  of 
these  are  nursed  at  home,  but  where  social  conditions 
are  unsatisfactory,  even  if  the  infection  is  relatively 
mild,  arrangements  are  made  for  their  admission  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital  at  'Oastle  Hill,  C'ottingham. 

Poliomyelitis.  Only  8 cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were 
notified  as  against  14  during  the  previous  year.  Of 
these,  two  were  of  the  non-paralytic  type.  Complete 
recovery  resulted  in  the  majority  of  cases.  As  usual, 
most  of  these  occurred  in  the  late  summer  and  early 
autumn. 

No  satisfactory  epidemiological  reason  has  so  far 
been  found  for  the  seasonal  prevalence  of  this  condition, 
as  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  does  occur  even  in  relatively 
cold  weather. 
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It  now  appears  to  be  likely  that  during*  an  epidemic 
the  infectious  virus  is  widespread  throughout  the  com- 
munity, but  only  certain  susceptible  persons  suffer  from 
the  disease.  Strenuous  exercise  during  the  incubation 
period  or  early  stag^es  of  the  condition  is  likely  to  give 
rise  to  a more  severe  type  of  paralysis. 


Tuberculosis.  Throughout  the  Country  as  a whole, 
the  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  is  falling  slightly,  but 
the  number  of  notifications  of  this  condition  still  shows 
a tendency  to  rise.  16  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were 
notified ; this  is  higher  than  the  average  for  the  past 
10  years,  which  has  been  in  the  region,  of  10.  Where 
housing  conditions  are  unsatisfactory  every  effort  has 
been  made  to  re-house  Tuberculous  patients  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  housing  department. 

Analysis  and  investigation  does  not  show  any 
relationship  between  the  place  of  work  and  the  incidence 
of  this  disease.  In  every  case  when  a notification  of 
Tuberculosis  is  received,  a visit  to  the  home  is  paid  by 
the  Health  Visitor,  and  a standard  report  on  the  social 
and  home  conditions  of  the  family  is  prepared.  A copy 
of  this  report  is  sent  to  the  Tuberculosis  Physician  of 
the  area  concerned  so  that  the  social  circumstances  of 
the  family  are  known  to  him.  Every  endeavour  is  made 
to  have  all  contacts  of  newly  notified  cases  examined 
at  the  Chest  Clinic. 


Vaccination , 100  children  were  vaccinated  and  30 

re-vaccinated  during  1954.  This  is  reasonably  satis- 
factory when  compared  with  the  other  areas  throughout 
the  Country,  but  it  is  below  the  vaccination  rate  which 
could  be  considered  to  give  adequate  protection  against 
the  introduction  of  small-p|OX  into  the  town.  The  people 
of  Beverley  need  to  be  reminded  that  they  are  in 
constant  communication  with  the  port  of  Kingston  upon 
Hull,  where  the  danger  of  small-pox  being  introduced 
from  overseas  constantly  exists. 

Immunisation.  The  percentage  of  children  in  the 
town  who  received  immunisation  against  Diphtheria 
and  Whooping  Cough  continues  to  be  satisfactory;  a 
total  of  444  children  received  immunisation  doses. 
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TTLen  tlie  cliildren  are  being  iiiuniunised  for  tbe  first 
time  in  infancy,  tbe  majority  Oif  parents  request  that 
they  should  be  given  the  combined  Diphtheria  and 
AVhooping  Cough  inoculation. 

Milk  and  Food.  Routine  milk  sampling  was 
carried  out,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  of  the 
18  samples  collected  from  milk  producers  in  the 
Borough,  there  was  net  a single  case  of  Tuberculous 
infection  reported  in  a milk  supply.  As  milk  is  an 
important  source  of  Tuberculous  infection,  it  is  essential 
that  adequate  safeguard  must  always  be  taken  in  the 
public  interest. 

Five  samples  of  Ice-cream  were  taken  and  submitted 
to  the  Methylene  Blue  test,  and  of  these  one  proved  to 
be  Grade  1,  and  four  Grade  2.  Unsatisfactory  samples 
are  immediately  followed  up  by  one  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  in  order  to  ensure  that  this  product  is  being 
manufactured  under  satisfactory  hygienic  conditions. 

There  are  20  Dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

In  Beverley  there  are  3'8  food  premises  registered 
under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 
There  are  23  manufacturers  of  sausages  and  potted  meat, 
etc.,  1 manufacturer  of  fish  cakes,  1 bacon  curer,  and 
13  fish  and  chip  fryers. 

During  the  year,  114  inspections  of  registered  food 
premises  were  made;  ani  analysis  of  the  inspections 
shows  that  18  visits  were  made  to  ice-cream  premises, 
20  to  bakehouses,  and  76  to  food  preparing  premises. 

Housing.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Housing 
Manager’s  figures  showed  that  there  were  757  applicants 
on  the  Council’s  waiting  list  for  a Council  house.  The 
Council  have  agreed  in  principle  to  continue  the 
demolition  ])rogramme  which  was  commenced  in  1953, 
and  where  possible  areas  where  houses  have  been 
demolished  will  be  re-developed  by  the  Corporation. 

Further  headway  was  made  in  the  conversion  of 
privies  and  i)ail  (dosets  to'  a water  carriage  system.  A 
total  r>f  21  pail  closets  were  converted  and  2 privies  to 
I)ails,  but  24  })rivies  and  185  pail  closets  still  remain. 
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I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
my  appreciation  and  thanks  for  the  support  and  help 
which  I have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Health  Committee,  the  Clerk  to  the  Council,  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  and  other  Officials,  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WiM.  EEEGUSOI^, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


duly,  1955. 


6 


STATISTICAL  MEMORANDUM. 

Borough  Boiiiouigh  of  Beverley. 


Population  testiniated  mid  1954)  15,390 

Xiimber  of  inhabited  houses  (estimated)  .......  4,841 

Rateable  Value  £96,214 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  , £375 

Total  Births  , 271 

Birth-rate  17.84 

Total  Deaths  189 

Death-rate  i...i 11.17 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  5 

Infantile  Mortality  18.4  per  1,000  live  births 

Number  of  Illegitimate  Births  , 12 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population.  The  Registrar  General  has  notified  his 
estimation  of  the  population  at  mid  1954  as  15,390. 

Births.  There  were  271  live  births  registered  in 
the  Borough  during  1954.  Of  these,  142  were  males 
and  129  females.  This  n umber  was  11  more  than  in 
1953.  There  were  12  illegitimate  births,  5 males  and 
7 females.  The  birth  rate  was  17.84,  a rise  of  0.74 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Still  Births.  There  were  2 males  and  1 female  still 
births  during  the  year,  as  against  4 males  in  the 
previous  year. 

Deaths.  There  were  189  deaths,  95  males  and  94 
females.  This  was  a decrease  of  16  compared  with  the 
figure  for  1953.  The  death  rate  was  11.17,  as  compared 
with  12.42  in  1953. 

Infant  Mortality.  There  were  5 infant  deaths 
(luring  1954  (3  males  and  2 females),  equivalent  to  a 
rate  of  18.4  j)eT  1,000  live  births. 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate.  The  tuberculosis  death 
rate  was  0.19  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 


Year 

England 

and 

Wales 

160  County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns 
Including 
London 

160  Smaller 
Towns 
Res.  Pop. 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1951  Census 

Beverley 

Borough 

1 

DEATHS. 

1954 

11.3 

12.0 

11.3 

11.17 

1953 

11.4 

12.2 

11.3 

12.42 

1952 

11.3 

12.1 

11.2 

12.93 

1951 

1 12.5 

13.4 

12.5 

11.56 

1950  ! 

11.6 

12.3 

11.6 

10.14 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

1954 

15.2 

16.8 

15.4 

17.84 

1953 

15.5 

17.0 

15.7 

17.10 

1952 

15.3 

16.9 

15.5 

16.60 

1951 

15.5 

17.3 

16.7 

16.40 

1950 

15.8 

17.6 

16.7 

16.56 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

(per  1,000  live  births). 

1954 

23.4 

— 

22.4 

11.07 

XoTE. — The  Rates  are  per  1,000  Home  Population  which  includes 
service  personnel. 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. 


Causes  of  Death, 

Male  Female  Total 


All  causes  95  94  189 

1.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system,  3 3 


2.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  — — 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  — — — 

4.  Diphtheria  — — — 

5.  Whooping  Cough  — — 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  ; — — — 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  — — 

8.  Measles  — — — 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ...  1 — 1 


10.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach  — 11 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  lungs  and  bronchus  6 — 6 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm^  of  breast  ^ — 3 3 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus  — 2 2 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  9 10  19 

15.  I^ukamia  and  Aleukamia  112 

16.  Diabetes  — — — 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  18  22  40 

18.  Coronary  disease  and  angina  13  8 21 

19.  Hypertensions  with  heart  disease  — 3 3 

20  Other  heart  diseases  16  21  37 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases  1 2 3 

22.  Influenza  — — - — 

23.  Pneumonia  2 2 4 

24.  Bronchitis  5 2 7 

25.  Other  disease  of  respiratory  systemi  1 — 1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1 1 2 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhcea  — — — 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  2 13 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  2 — 2 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  .........  — — — 

31.  Congenital  malformations  1 1 2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill  defined  disease^  9 9 18 

.“)3,  Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 — 1 

34.  All  other  accidents  2 3 5 

.35.  Suicide  , 1 2 3 

30.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  — — — 
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Age  distribution  of  Deaths. 


Age  Group 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Under  1 year  

9 

5 

5 

1 — 5 years  

1 

4 

3 

5-— 15  years  

2 

1 

— 

15—25  years  

3 



25—45  years  ^ 

10 

10 

7 

45—65  years  

46 

45 

45 

65  years  and  over  

143 

140 

129 

Totals  

214 

205 

189 

Deaths  under  1 year. 

RATES  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Year 

England 

and 

Wales 

160 

Smaller 

Towns, 

etc. 

Beverley 

Borough 

i 

1954 

25 

24 

18.4 

1953 

27 

24 

17.9 

1952 

28 

26 

33.1 

1951 

30 

28 

18.7 

1950 

30 

29 

27.5 

Table  showing  Age  Distribution  of  Infantile  Deaths. 


Cause  of  Death 

I 

Under  1 week 

1 to  2 weeks 

2 to  3 weeks 

3 to  4 weeks 

Total  under  4 weeks 

5 

1 

B 

3 to  6 montlis 

6 to  9 months 

9 to  12  months 

Total  under  1 year 

1 

Prematurity  

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Congenital  malforma- 
tions, birth  injury, 
etc ; ; — 

! 

Congenital  diseases  ... 

... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Other  diseases  

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Totals  

3 

2 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 
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Immunisation  during  19M. 

No.  of  children  immuniised  during  the  year  as 
follows : — 


Primary  Injections 

Boosters 

Under  5 

5—14 

(a)  against  diphtheria  only 

10 

50 

349 

(h)  against  diphtheria  and 

whooping  cough  

199 

5 

95 

(c)  against  whooping  cough 

only  ; 

7 

2 

— 

Vaccination. 


Age  at  date  of 

1 

1 

15  or 

Vaccination 

under  1 

1—4 

5—14 

over 

Total 

Number  vaccinated  .... 

75 

5 

4 

16 

100 

Number  re- vaccinated.. 

— 

— 

8 

22 

30 
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Distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases  by  Age  Groups. 


Disease 

Under  1 year 

1-2  years 

3-4  years 

5-9  years 

i 1 

10-14  years  | 

15-24  years 

[ 25-44  years 

45-C4  years 

65  years  and  over  1 

j Age  unknown 

TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever  



1 1 

10 

17 

4 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

32 

Whooping  Cough  ... 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

Paralytic  

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

: — 

6 

Non-Paralytic  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Measles  

— 

4 

1 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

30 

Acute  Pneumonia  .. 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

7 

Dysentery  

• — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

__ 

1 

— 

— ■ 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

— 

— 

i — 

8 

TOTALS  

— 

8 

18 

45 

7 

5 

9 

0 

3 

— 

95 

The  Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  Past 
5 Years. 


Disease 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Scarlet  Fever  ^... 

11 

14 

55 

56 

32 

Whooping  Cough  

Poliomyelitis  and 

73 

23 

50 

111 

5 

i Polio-Ehcephalitis  .. 

2 

— 

— 

14 

8 

Measles  

242 

259 

340 

81  ; 

30 

Acute  Pneumonia  

20 

12 

14 

12 

7 

Dvsentery  

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  

3 

3 

3 

1 i 

1 

Pood  Poisoning  

— 

— 

~ 

1 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

2 

6 

8 

8 

8 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 



Totals  

354 

319 

470 

285  1 

95 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000  Home  Population  of  Commoner 
Infectious  Diseases. 


Disease 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Scarlet  Fever  

0.92 

3.57 

3.65 

2.07 

Diphtheria  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Pneumonia  

0.79 

j 0.91 

0.78 

0.47 

Measles  

16.96 

22.09 

5.27 

1.95 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1.51 

, 3.25 

7.23 

0.32 

Erysipelas  

Poliomyelitis — 

0.20 

0.19 

0.07 

0.06 

Paralytic  

— 

— 

0.91 

0.38 

Non-paralytic  .... 

— 

— 

0.00 

0.13 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year,  16  new  cases  were  notified  or  came 
to  notice,  and  tlie  following  table  sliows  tbe  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  these  cases. 

Cases  Notified  during  1954. 


Age  Group 

Pulm< 

Male 

mary 

Female 

Non-Pul 

Male 

monary  j 

Female 

0—5  years  

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 — 15  years  

— 

— 

— 

1 

15—25  years  

1 

— 

— 

2 

25—36  years  

2 

2 

1 

— 

35 — 45  years  

4 

— 

— 

— ! 

45 — 65  years  

1 

— 

— 

65  years  and  over  .. 

1 

— 

Totals  

9 

2 

1 

4 1 

The  following  table  shows  the  additions  to  and 
removals  from  the  register  during  the  year:  — 


! 

1 Males 

P.  N.P. 

Females 

P.  N.P. 

Total 

, Number  of  cases  on  Register 
at  the  31st  December,  1953  ... 

48 

8 

24 

12 

87 

Cases  added  to  register  : — 

(a)  Cases  notified  for  the 
first  time  

8 — 

1 3 

12 

Cb)  Cases  brought  to  notice 
otherwise  than  by 
formal  notification  

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

! Removed  from  Register  on 
account  of  death,  change  of 

1 address,  etc.  

6 — 

1 — 

7 

j Number  of  cases  remaining  on 

1 Register  at  31st  December, 

1 1954  

51 

4 

25 

10 

96 
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GENERAL  PROYISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  Specimens  for  pathological 
examination  are  sent  to  the  Laboratories  at  the  Hull 
and  Beverley  Hospitals  and  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  in  Hull. 

Bacteriological  and  biological  examination  of  milk, 
water  and  ice-cream  are  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  in  Hull. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  The  conveyance  of  all  cases 
(including  infectious  diseases)  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

Clinics.  Tuberculosis . A Clinic  was  held  each 
Thursday  afternoon  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  Westwood 
Hospital,  Beverley. 

Venereal  Disease.  Clinics  were  held  daily  at  the 
Clinic,  Mill  Street,  Hull. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES. 

Child  Welfare  Clinic.  The  Child  Welfare  Clinic 
continued  to  be  held  twice  weekly  in  the  Lord  Roberts 
Road  Clinic,  and  was  again  extremely  well  attended, 
by  mothers  and  children  in  the  district. 

The  number  of  children  who  attended  the  Clinic 
and  the  number  of  attendances  made  by  them  during 
the  year  were  as  follows:  — 


Xumber  of  children  who  attended  during  the  year 


and  who  were  bom  in : — 

1949-1952  315 

1953  232 

1954  230 

Total  attendances  5,909 

Average  attendances  per  session  57 
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Ante  and  Post  Natal  Clinic. 

The  Ante  and  Post  Natal  Clinics  were  held 
fortnigditly,  attended  by  Medical  Officer,  Midwives  and 
Health  visitors.  Specialist  facilities  were  available 
when  required,  and,  where  necessary,  cases  were 
admitted  to  the  Beverley  Hospital. 

The  number  of  patients  who  attended  the  Clinic 
and  the  number  of  attendances  mad©  by  them  during 
the  year  were  as  follows:  — 


Xo.  of  Sessions 
held. 

No.  of  new 
Attendances. 

No.  of  Women 
attending. 

Total 

attendances 

made. 

27 

77 

82 

169 

Relaxation  Classes. 

These  classes  for  expectant  tmothers  in  Beverley 
and  District  have  been  much  appreciated  and  well 
attended  as  the  following  figures  show:  — 


No.  of  Sessions 
held. 

No.  of  new 
Attendances. 

No.  of  individuals 
attending. 

Total 

attendances 

made. 

89 

77 

81 

673 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR. 


To  the  Mayor ^ Aldermen  ctmd  OduncilloTs  of  the 
Borough  of  Beverley. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting'  to  you  the 
accompanying  report  on  the  work  carried  out  in  my 
Department  during  the  year  1954. 

Two  events  occurred  during  the  year  which  had 
important  effects  upon  the  work  of  the  Department. 

The  first  was  the  end  of  Government  control  of 
slaughtering  and  meat  distribution  which  had  operated 
for  fifteen  years  under  a system  of  centralised  slaughter- 
ing in  one  large  slaughterhouse  in  the  town.  On  de- 
control we  reverted  to  private  slaughtering,  and  ten 
small  private  slaughterhouses  were  re-opened.  I have 
to  record  that  I still  think  this  was  a backward  step, 
and,  as  I see  it,  it  will  only  be  a matter  of  time  before 
centralisation  in  one  form  or  another  conies  back  into 
operation  in  Beverley. 

The  other  event  was  the  coming  into  operation  of 
the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  which  placed 
on  Local  Authorities  the  responsibility  of  drawing  up 
a demolition  programme  covering  the  whole  of  their 
bad  houses.  It  was  in  1949  that  I first  commented  in 
my  Annual  Report  on  the  need  for  such  a demolition 
programme,  so  the  Act  hardly  took  us  by  surprise,  and 
a tentative  scheme  for  demolitions  existed  on  paper 
at  the  passing  of  the  Act.  The  Act  also  gave  landlords 
the  right  to  raise  rents  of  dwelling-houses  within  certain 
definite  limits  if  certain  conditions  as  to  repair  and 
fitness  were  complied  with,  but  a tenant  could  apply 
to  me  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  if  these  conditions 
were  not  being  met.  The  Act  has  not  been  very  widely 
applied  in  Beverley  and  no  such  applications  were 
received  by  the  end  of  1954. 

The  Department  took  part  in  a Health  Exhibition 
staged  in  the  Public  Library  during  the  year  and  was 
responsible  for  exhibits  dealing  with  Clean  Food, 
Housing,  Salvage  and  general  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
work. 
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The  year  was  the  first  during  which  the  Council 
assisted  by  grants  of  50%  of  the  cost  of  the  conversion 
of  earth  closets  to  water-closets.  The  work  wns  carried 
out  by  the  Borough  Surveyor,  and  all  the  arrangements 
worked  smoothly  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned, 
not  least  to  the  tenants  who  benefited  by  the  improve- 
ment and  to  the  men  of  the  Cleansing  Department  w^ho 
had  had  to  empty  the  uTetched  things. 

I am  grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  support  during  the  year, 
and  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  other  officials 
and  the  members  of  my  stafi;  for  their  continued  co- 
operation and  assistance. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  HOOD, 

Chief  Samtary  Inspector , 


RECORD  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  WORK  DONE. 

The  total  number  of  visits  and  inspections  for  all 
purposeis  amounted  to  4,136,  excluding  visits  on  survey 
work  and  vsewer  treatment  within  the  provisions  of  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Table  1. 


Summary  of  Inspections  Carried  Out. 


Total 

No.  of 
Inspec- 

Nature  of  Inspectiong 

tions 

Public  Hciiltli  Act,  19.36  1450 

Dwelling-houses  : First  visits  .. 

608 

Revisits  

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises : 

. 417 

First  visits  .. 

51 

Revisits  

71 

Drainage  Works  : First  visits  .. 

73 

Revisits  

83 

Infectious  Diseases  

17 

(’oinmon  Lodging-houses  

35 

Mov('able  Dwellings  

20 

Simok(‘  Observations  

73 

Olilensive  Trades  

2 

1450 

Housing  Act.  1936 


96  Dwelling-houses  \ 
Overcrowding  / 


96 


Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938  1436  Slaughter-houses  (Meat 

Insivection)  ; 1235 

Food  Preparing  Premises  76 

Ice-cream  Premises  , 18 

Bakehouses  20 

Unfit  “ Other  Food  ” 34 

Other  Slaughter-houses  38 

Collecting  biological  milk 

samples  15 


1436 

Water  Supplies  63  Domestic  water  supplies  and 

collection  of  samples  for 
analysis  53 


Factories  Act,  1937  57  Total  visits  , 57 

Prevention  of  damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949 
(977  visits  on  sur- 
vey work  and  work 
on  town’s  sewers  and 
Walker  Beck  have 

not  been  included)  ...  1037  Total  visits  1037 

Petroleum  Regulations  . 7 Total  visits  7 

Total  Visits  4186 


Table  II. 

Notices  Served. 

Under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  336 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  395 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  28 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with — 

(a)  By  Owners  40 

(b)  By  Corporation,  in  default  : 4 

Number  of  Nuisances,  etc.,  abated  without  service  of  notice  1 

Under  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  7 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  5 


The  Notices  not  complied  with  hnve  been  carried 
forward  to  the  year  1955. 
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HOUSING. 

The  following'  housevS  were  earmarked  for  vacation 
and  demolition  during*  the  year:  — 

6-14,  Hig’hgate. 

1-3,  Tiplady’s  Yard,  Highgate. 

1-8,  Morley’s  Yard,  Walkergate. 

85-89,  Minster  Moorgate. 

6-22,  Brough  am  Bow. 

1-5,  Minster  Yard  North. 

131-133,  Keldgate. 

51-55,  Lnrk  Lane. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  houses  demolished 
during  1954:  — 

10-14,  High  gate. 

1-3,  Tiplady’s  Yard,  Highgate. 

1-11,  Minster  Terrace. 

41-5,  Lnrk  Lane. 

6-22,  Brougham  Bow. 

1-8,  Morley’s  Yard. 

No  a])plications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under 
the  Housing  Bepairs  and  Bents  Act,  1954,  were  received 
•during  the  year. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

3'9  samples  of  tke  toiwii’s  water  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year,  the  results 
of  which  were  as  follows  : — 

Yimiber  examined  ...  ...  39 

Yiimber  satisfactory  ...  ...  39 


In  addition,  39  samples  were  examined  for  the 
presence  of  free  chlorine,  and  free  chlorine  was  found 
in  every  sample. 


Samples  were  taken  from  9 pumps  serving  private 
dwelling’-houses.  One  of  these  was  found  toi  be  un- 
satisfactory and  the  house  w'as  connected  to  the  mains 
supply. 

One  sample  of  town’s  water  was  taken  for  the 
purpose  of  chemical  analysis.  The  sample  proved  to 
be  .satisfactory  and  the  following  is  the  Analyst’is  report 
upon  it : — 


Chemical  and  Physical  Examination  of  Town’s  Water. 
Colour : Colourless. 

Appearance  : Clear : practically  no  suspended  matter. 

Taste : Normal. 

Smell : None. 


Plarts  per  Million 


Chlorides,  expressed  as  chlorine  33 

Nitrites  ;.. None 

Lead,  etc.  ; None 

Hardness,  Total  (Soap)  297 

Oxygen  Absorbed  at  89°F.  (4  hours)  0.199 

Free  Ammonia  0.006 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  , 0.006 

Free  Chlorine  , 0.02 
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SANITARY  AOCOMiMODATION. 

23  pail  closets  aud  1 privy  were  converted  to  water- 
closets  during-  the  year.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  of  the 
4,801  occupied  houses  in  the  town,  183  (3.8%)  were 
l)rovided  with  pail  closets,  and  25  (0.52%)  still  had 
privies.  All  the  23  pail  closets  were  converted  under 
the  scheme  recentlj^  adopted  by  the  Council,  whereby 
the  Council  contribute  50%  of  the  cost  of  the  con- 
versions, and  these  were  done  at  a cost  to  the  Corpora- 
tion of  approximately  £290. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINOS. 

There  are  7 licences  in  force  in  Beverley,  1 being 
a licence  for  the  use  of  a site  by  nioveable  dwellings 
and  the  other  6 authorising  the  occupation  of  moveable 
dwellings.  The  site  is  licensed  for  the  occupation  of 
10  caravans  and  a condition  to  this  effect  is  attached 
to  the  licence  and  for  requiring  the  dwellings  to  be 
adequately  spaced. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOE  SES. 

The  two  registered  common  lodging-houses  in  the 
Borough  were  visited  35  times  during  the  year.  The 
condition  of  one  of  them  continues  to  be  quite  satis- 
factory^, while  conditions  at  the  other  one  are  only  fair. 

INFECTIOES  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTIONS. 

A total  of  17  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
infectious  disease  and  the  disinfection  of  premises 
following  infectious  and  other  diseases.  6 premises 
were  dealt  with. 

FILTHY  OR  VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

A total  of  122  visits  were  paid  to  56  filthy  or 
veiminous  premises. 

12  Council  and  12  non-Council  houses  were  dis- 
infested, the  method  used  being  DDT  spray  or  fumiga- 
tion. 

The  furniture  of  all  pios])ective  tenants  of  Council 
houses  is  insi)ected  by  the  Housing  Manager,  and 
where  necessary,  or  as  a precautionary  measure,  works 
t)f  disinfestation  are  carried  out.  During  the  year,  32 
lots  of  such  furniture  were  disinfested. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Government  control  of  the  meat  supplies  of  the 
country,  which  had  been  in  operation  since  1939,  ceased 
on  30th  June,  1954.  In  spite  of  a strong  recommenda- 
tion that  centralised  slaughtering  should  continue  in 
the  town,  the  Cbuncil  decided  to  revert  to  the  principle 
of  allowing  butchers  to  slaughter  on  their  own  premises, 
and  ten  private  slaughterhouses  were  re-opened.  As 
a matter  of  interest,  the  number  of  animals  killed  and 
the  number  of  visits  which  the  inspection  of  these 
animals  necessitated  has  been  divided  for  the  six  months 
under  Control  and  the  six  months  under  De-control. 

Table  III. 

Summary  of  Meat  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

iSheep  & No.  Oif 


Horses. 

Cattle, 

Calves. 

Lambs. 

Pigs.  Visits. 

No.  killed  and 

inspected — 

Jan. —June  .. 

...  90 

565 

217 

2307 

1486 

379 

July — Dec.  .. 

..  72 

977 

31 

2537 

1389 

856 

Total  . 

..  162 

1542 

248 

4844 

2875 

1235 

T uberculosis. 

Horses. 

Cattle. 

Calves. 

Sbeep  4 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Whole  carcases 

and 

organs  condemned  

— 

8 

— 

— 

7 

Part  carcases  condemned 

— 

178 

— 

— 

107 

Diseases  other  than 

T uberculosis. 

Horses. 

Cattle. 

Calves. 

Sheep  & 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Whole  carcases 

and 

organs  condemned  

— 

5 

20 

29 

17 

Part  carcases  condemned 

9 

380 

4 

245 

244 

Ojfa  1 Cond  em  n ed . 


Sheep  & 

Horses.  Cattle.  Calves,  Lambs.  Pigs. 


Heads  and  Tongues 

....  ~ 141 

22 

42 

122 

Livers 

...  9 272 

22 

233 

211 

Lungs 

...  — 186 

22 

147 

148 

Kidneys  ... 

....  — 27 

40 

56 

48 

Udders 

...  — 13 

— . 

— 

— 

Hearts 

...  — 32 

21 

134 

127 

Spleens 

...  — 31 

21 

127 

31 

(Stomacbs 

...  — 16 

20 

28 

29 

Intestines 

...  — 26 

20 

31 

34 

Table  IY. 


Other  Food  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


lbs. 

Meat  and  Meat  Products  ... 

...  631 

Milk  and  Milk  Products 

...  115 

Fruit  and  Yegetables 

...  251 

J am 

27 

Other  items 

63 

Total  ... 

...  1087 

IGF  ORFiAM. 

5 samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  analysis, 
wiili  the  following  results:  — 

1 sample  was  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  1. 

4 samples  were  placed  in  provisional  Grade  2. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION'S)  REGULA- 
TIONS, 1949. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  was  as  follows:  — 

3 supplementiary  licences  for  the  sale  of  pasteuriised 
milk. 

3 supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of  sterilised  milk. 

6 dealer’s  licences  for  the  sale  of  tuberculin  tested 
milk. 

9 dealer’s  licences  for  the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk. 

12  dealer’s  licences  for  the  sale  of  sterilised  milk. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1959. 

Routine  work  under  this  Act  was  carried  out 
systematically  during  the  year  by  the  Rodent  Operator. 
Treatments  were  given  to  19  business  premises,  10  Local 
Authority  premises  and  142  dw^elling-houses  in  the  town, 
and  at  all  these  premises  an  estimated  number  of  1,220 
rats  were  killed. 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  the  various  premises 
for  carrying  out  these  treatments  was  1,037,  but  in 
addition  to  this,  further  time  was  spent  in  survey  work 
in  the  town  generally  and  in  the  treatment  of  the 
town’s  sewers  and  the  Walker  Beck. 

We  estimate  that  during  1954  we  killed  390  rats 
in  the  sewers. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  39  premises  were  licensed 
to  store  petroleum  spirit  and  1 to  store  carbide  of 
calcium. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  & 1948. 

57  visits  were  made  to  factories  in  respect  of  those 
items  for  the  supervision  of  which  the  Local  Authority 
is  responsible.  1 defect  was  found  and  2 were  remedied. 


Table  Y. 

Premises. 

(1)  Factories  iu  wliicli  sections  1,  2,  3,  4 

and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which 

section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ; 

(3l  Other  Premises  in  which  section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises)  ... 


No.  on  No.  of 
Register.  Inspections. 


52 


Total 


77 


57 


Yumber  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found:  — 

Found.  Remedied. 

Want  of  cleanliness  1 1 

Overcrowding  

Unreasonable  temperature  

Inadequate  ventilation  

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  

Sanitary  Conveniences : 

(a)  Insuflicient  1 

{h)  Unsuitable  or  defective  

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ; 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
iiK.’ludiug  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 


Total 


1 


2 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  ON  THE  WORK  OF  THE  CLEANSING 
DEPARTMENT,  1954. 

All  the  tigiires  in  this  section  of  iny  Reiport  are  for 
the  financial  year  1954/5'5. 

The  Cleansing*  Staff  at  the  end  of  the  year  con- 
sisted of  one  foreman,  three  driver /loaders,  nine  loaders, 
two  disposal  men  and  one  full-time  salvage  man. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  we  were  collecting  trade 
lefuse  from  2*8  premises  in  the  town,  giving  in  some 
instances,  a more  frequent  collection  than  weekly. 

The  following  figures  summarise  the  year’s  work:  — 


REVENUE  ACCOUNT. 


Balance 

Eqniv. 

Id. 

Expendl- 

Rate 

Rate 

Income 

ture 

Credit  Debit 

in  £ 

£375 

Collection 

:151 

XI  6686 

— 6335 

16.9d. 

Disposal 

— 

X2  928 

— 928 

2.5d. 

Salvage 

1478 

727' 

751  — 

2.0d. 

(Or.) 

XI  ineliides  £517  for  repayment  and  loan  charges  on  vehicles. 
X2  includes  £SS  for  repayment  and  loan  charges  on  tip  land. 
Net  Cost  of  Service!  ...  £6,512. 


UNIT  COSTS. 


(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

id) 

(e^ 

Collection 

Disposal 

including 

Salvage 

Neo  cost 
including 
Salvage 
(a)  and  0)) 

Disposal 
excluding 
Sal\  age 

Net  cost 
excluding 
Salvage 
(a)  and  (b) 

Cost  per  ton 

17/5 

76 

17/11 

2/6 

19/11 

Cost  per  1,600 

population 

£412 

£11 

£423 

£60 

£472 

Cost  per  premise 
from  which 

refuse  collected 

23/3 

78 

23/11 

3/5 

26/8 

REFUSE  YIELD. 

Total  weight  of  refuse  collected  ....  ...  7,279  tons. 

Annual  yield  of  refuse  per  head  of 

population  ...  ../  ...  ..  9.4  cwts. 

Annual  yield  of  refuse  per  premise  ...  26.7  cwts. 

Total  number  of  loads  of  refuse  collected..  3,110 
Average  weight  of  refuse  per  load  ...  2.34  tons. 

Number  of  dustbins,  etc.,  emptied  not  less  frequently 
than  once  per  week  as  at  31st  December,  1954:  — 
Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  - 5,200 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  183 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 


DETAIL8  OF  PLANT. 


Total  number  of  miles  run  by  vehicles  ...  13,106 

Average  length  of  haul  per  load  ...  ...  4.21  miles. 

Average  distance  travelled  by  each 

vehicle  per  working  day  ...  ...  15.6  miles. 

SICKNESS  AND  ACCIDENT  RATES. 
Number  of  man/ days  lost  through  sickness  ...  195J 

Sickness  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  4.63% 

Number  of  man/ days  lost  through  accidents  ...  4^ 

Accident  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.11% 


iSALYAOE  FIGURES. 


Paper 


Tonnage. 

189 


G-rofiiS  Receipts. 

£1,478 


